
Mark 2:1-28
Lesson 3

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY

(Not to be reproduced in any form without permission)

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT MARK

Erwin Kurth

Five Angles In Studying A Miracle

A different yet rewarding way of studying a miracle is to view it from five
angles.

1. The type of affliction which Jesus relieved, whether Disease, Death,
Devil or Nature.

2. The mode He employed, whether through word, touch, additional material,
(John 9:6) and/or stages (Mark 8:22-25).

3. The reaction by the recipient and the witnesses.
4. The end result: Good or bad, for or against Jesus.
5. Observations, deductions or applications.

Jesus Forgives the Sins of a Palsied Man and Heals Him - Mark 2:1-12

1. Type of affliction: palsy, i.e., "Paralysis of any voluntary muscle as a
result of some disorder in the nervous system."

2. Mode: Jesus first absolved him of his sins. These seemed to bother him more
than his physical handicap. Then Jesus bade him arise, take up his bed, and
go home (2:5b-ll).

3. Reactions: Certain of the scribes sitting there reasoned in their hearts,
"Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God
only?"

Jesus counteracted this first criticism leveled at Him by demonstrating His
divine power in the area where they could unmistakably witness it, i.e., in
curing the palsied man. This enabled them to draw the conclusion that He
possessed divine power in an area they could not see - forgiveness of man's
sins. In this case, He demonstrated His divinity. The people were amazed
and glorified God, saying, "We never saw it on this fashion" (2:12b).

4. End result: "He arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all"
(2:12b).

5. Observations: Everyone of us has the right to forgive sins or offenses
committed against us personally. The offender says, "I regret having done
what I did. I'm sorry." The one he offended responds, "I forgive youll or
some such expression.

A pastor is privileged to pronounce the Declaration of Grace or Absolution.
As Luther states under the Fifth Chief Part of his Small Catechism in answer
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to the question, "What is the Office of the Keys?"
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"It is the_peculiar church power which Christ has given to His Church on
earth, to forgive the sins of penitent sinners, but to retain the sins of the
impenitent as long as they do not repent."

The Calling of Levi-Matthew

The first four to be called as apostles (two sets of brothers: Peter and
Andrew, James and John) were fishermen by trade. The fifth, Levi or Matthew, was
a tax collector, a pUblican. Though a Jew, he did not decline a job with the
Roman Internal Revenue Service even if it meant levying taxes plus commissions on
his own people in and around Capernaum.

The publicans were held in disrepute among the people. Why? Well, take the
case of Zacchaeus who was the head of the tax and customs department in the area
of Jericho. The Bible says of him, "And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus,
which was the chief of the publicans, and he was rich" (Luke 19:2). "He had got
that for which he had given up alike his nation and his soul" (Edersheim).

Matthew, too, was chief of the publicans in the Capernaum territory. He had
made a successful bid before the IRS in Rome to raise a certain guaranteed amount
in taxes for the Roman government. "The system afforded opportunity for
extortion, while doubtless there were some exceptions (Luke 3:12-13). A Jewish
publican was a social outcast, looked upon with contempt for raising taxes for a
foreign and heathen government. Matthew had charge of the customs of Capernaum"
(Dictionary of the Analytical Bible, p.162).

Matthew undoubtedly had mingled with the crowd that followed Jesus, heard
his teaching, witnessed the miracles, and was persuaded by the Holy Spirit to
become one of this man's disciples. How he must have flushed with joy when Jesus
said to him, "Follow me." And he arose and followed him (2:14). He was glad to
get away from a career of money-grubbing and materialistic life style.

Second Criticism of Jesus - Mark 2:15-17

Matthew must have made a considerable amount of money as a taxgatherer, for
he had a commodious house and was known for his hospitality. "Many" of his
friends and others of shady business practices barged in and took his open-house
generosity for granted. Present were colleagues of his as well as visitors, plus
scribes and Pharisees. The "pUblicans and sinners" (the terms were practically
synonymous) were particularly interested in Jesus, for their boss had told them, "I am
gladly quitting my job. I intend to follow this Jesus as my boss-man the
rest of my life, and that will be, believe it or not, in the area of the ways of
God. I am glad you attended my farewell party."

Naturally, when it came time to eat, the tax people crowded around Jesus and
His disciples. When the scribes and Pharisees saw Jesus eating
with the "sinners" and tax collectors they spoke critically of
Jesus saying to His disciples, "How is it that he mingles with the
flotsam and jetsam of humanity?"
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Jesus overheard their criticism and responded with a proverbial saying of
that day. "They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are
sick." In other words: flyou scribes and Pharisees fancy yourselves healthy and
well in the sight of God. But these publicans know themselves to be sin-sick. I
have come to the likes of these."

Third Criticism, from the Disciples of John and of the Pharisees - Mark 2:28

John the Baptizer was an ascetic (1:6). He was given to fasting and
instructed his disciples to follow suit. Every member of Israel was mandated to
fast once a year, on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:29-34). But
the Pharisees increased the number of fasting days abnormally, in fact, to the
point where the Pharisee of the parable could say, "I fast twice a week" (Luke
18:12), customarily on Monday and Thursday which were market days, and they, with
their trumped-up sadness of face, could readily draw admiring glances their way.
The criticism was couched in these words, "Why do the disciples of John and of
the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?"

Jesus Responds to the Criticism - Mark 2:19-22

Jesus responded by saying in effect, "A new age, evangelical in nature and
not legalistic, is in the offing. Bloody sacrifices twice a day, offerings of
various kinds, set festivals to be observed on the temple grounds in Jerusalem
and nowhere else, will soon be a thing of the past. A new age is at hand. The
new won't be like a patch on an old garment nor like new wine in old goatskin
containers. The first shall pass away; the second shall take over."

Jesus' words are found in Hebrews 10:9-14, "He taketh away the first that he
may establish the second." The first: "And every priest standeth daily
JIlinistering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins." The second: "But this man (our blessed Lord), after he had offered
one sacrifice for sins forever sat down on the right hand of God••.For by one
offering he hath perfected forever them that are sanctified."

In view of this wondrous change, why should the disciples fast in self
mortification? They are members of a wedding party, as it were. They are
Christ's bride. He is the Bridegroom (Ephesians 5:31-32). True, as Jesus
informed his hearers, the time will come when the Bridegroom will be taken from
them (2:20). This is the first intimation we have in Mark's Gospel concerning
Christ's suffering and death. That will be the proper time to fast, to wail and
lament (2:20b). But victory, to be sure, will follow on Easter morn and on the
Day of Ascension.

The Pharisees Launch the Fourth Criticism - Mark 2:23-28

The fourth criticism directed to Jesus in chapter 2 verse 24 was in
reference to the sabbath. "Behold, Why do they (thy disciples) on the sabbath
day that which is not lawful?" The disciples, as they went through a wheat field
or barleycorn field, plucked some of the grain and ground the kernels with their
molars, as many of us have done at one time or another.
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Hungry travelers and the poor were allowed to do this, just so they did not
apply a sickle to the standing grain (Deuteronomy 23:25). What the Pharisees
found objectionable in this case was that the disciples plucked grain and thus
did manual work on the sabbath day (2:24). Jesus countered by reminding the
Pharisees of the higher law which governs sabbath-observance, viz., the law of
need. He called attention to what David and his men did when they ran out of
food, in their night from the envious face of King Saul.

David contacted the priest Ahimelech and asked him for bread. The high
priest at the time was Abiathar (2:26). The priest said, "I don't have any
common bread on hand, only twelve loaves of hallowed bread which are placed fresh
on the table of shewbread every sabbath and designated for use only by the
priests, not by any layperson" (Leviticus 24:5-9). However, the need for
nourishment and survival was paramount. So the higher law took precedence over
the lower law. Ahimelech gave David a supply of holy bread (l Samuel 21:1-6).

Similarly, in the case of the disciples plucking heads of grain on the
sabbath; the higher law of need took over, for "the sabbath was made for man, and
not man for the sabbath" (2:27). This ruling cannot be challenged, for "the Son
of man is Lord also of the sabbath" (2:28). Works of necessity and mercy are
allowable on the Lord's Day.

Thus, in each of the four instances of criticism, did Jesus answer and
squelch his fault-finders.
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PERSONAL APPLICATION

o dearest Lord Jesus, who in the days of Your nesh did exorcise the demon
obsessed, drive out of our lives today the evil agents of pride, greed,
hate, envy, lust, and forgetfulness of You. Grant that we may not be
conformed to this world but transformed by the renewing of our mind, that we
may experience the good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. Amen.

Mark 3:1-12

1. Whom did Jesus particularly notice when He entered the synagogue on the
sabbath day?

2. "They" watched Him. Why did "they" watch Jesus closely?

3. What directive did Jesus give the man with the withered hand so that all
could see what was about to happen? -------------------

4. What question did Jesus put before the assembly, specifically to His
detractors?

5. On the one hand, Jesus was filled with anger; on the other, he was grieved,
i.e., He felt sorry for them. Why?

6. How did the Pharisees and Herodians react to the miracle Jesus performed?

7. Jesus withdrew himself with His disciples to the Sea of Galilee and a great
multitude followed Him. Give the three regions, outside the Holy Land, from
which they came.

8. The crowd was so big Jesus felt in danger of being crushed. What
precautionary measure did He order His disciples to take?

9. Who pressed upon Him to touch Him? _

10. In what manner did the unclean spirits identify Him?

11. Believers in the Savior are to tell others what Jesus means to them. In
your opinion why didn't Jesus want the devils to advertise Him?
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12. From among His disciples, Jesus chose and ordained Twelve to be His constant
companions, to receive His instructions, to witness His wondrous works, to
preach the Gospel, and to perform miracles in His name (cf. Acts 1:21-22).
Which of the Twelve formed the inner circle of the Apostles? (3:13-19,
5:37, 9:2, Matthew 26:37)

13. To check your acquaintance with the Apostles, list their names and write a
brief description about the ones that you know.

14. Who is your favorite Apostle and why? (Luke 6:12-16)

Mark 3:20-30

15. The multitude sought after Jesus so relentlessly He didn't have time to eat.
How did His friends/family express their concern for His physicaJ
ana emotional well-being? __

16. What explanation did the eminent teachers of the law (the scribes) offer
regarding Jesus' power to cast out devils?

17. How did He rebuff them?---------------------------------------------

18. Why is the sin against the Holy Spirit unpardonable? (Matthew 12:31-32, Luke
12:10, 1 Corinthians 12:3, Romans 10:9)

Mark 3:31-35

19. What broad definition did Jesus give of His kinship?

20. How are you meeting the condition for this type of spiritual kinship?
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